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   MINE CLOSURE 2008 

  
 

 
PUBLICATION POLICY, EDITORS AND PEER 

REVIEWERS 
 

A total of 151 abstracts and 127 papers were peer-reviewed for publication in Mine 
Closure 2008, and 83 papers were accepted for final publication. Two papers were 
withdrawn.  
 
We are grateful to all those authors who submitted abstracts and papers – all had merit, 
and we encourage them to continue supporting the principles of sustainable 
development that are highlighted in the Mine Closure seminar series. 
 
The peer-review process was co-ordinated by the corresponding technical editor Isabel 
M. Weiersbye, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, according to the 
publication policy and peer review guidelines for Mine Closure 2008 (described below). 
Editing was undertaken by the technical editors Isabel M. Weiersbye, Andy B. Fourie, 
Mark Tibbett and Peter J. Dye. 
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PUBLICATION POLICY AND PEER REVIEW GUIDELINES FOR 

MINE CLOSURE 2008 

 
Paper Review Guidelines 

 
Proceedings of the 3rd International Seminar on Mine Closure, 

Johannesburg, South Africa, 15th -17th October 2008 
`Mine Closure 2008’ 

 
The following guidelines have been developed to ensure that all criteria are met for 

acceptance of the Mine Closure 2008 Proceedings (ISBN pending) as a peer-reviewed 
multidisciplinary publication. 

 
Thank you for your support of the peer-review process. 

 
1. Authors of accepted abstracts for the Proceedings of `Mine Closure 2008’ were invited to 
submit a manuscript for review, following the format given in the “Author’s Guidelines” and 
“Paper Template”. 
2. The language of the Proceedings is English (U.K). 
3. Each submitted manuscript is being reviewed by at least two independent and anonymous 
peer-reviewers. The reviewers are considered highly knowledgeable in their fields, have 
themselves published papers in peer-reviewed publications, and have prior experience in the 
peer-review process.   
4. The reviewers CV’s must be emailed to Isabel Weiersbye (Isabel.weiersbye@wits.ac.za) 
for placing on record by the Editors at the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg 
and the University of Western Australia, Perth. 
5. Should the two reviewers disagree on paper acceptance, a third reviewer will be selected 
and his/her opinion will be conclusive. 
6. The reviews will be collated by Isabel Weiersbye of the University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, and the corresponding authors notified of the outcome and review 
recommendations.   
7.  The final (accepted), corrected and formatted papers will be re-submitted by the 
corresponding authors to Isabel Weiersbye at the University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg by the date requested in the covering email to the corresponding author.  
8. The editing of the papers will be conducted by Isabel Weiersbye and Peter Dye of the 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, and Andy Fourie and Mark Tibbett of the 
University of Western Australia, Perth. 
9. The identity of the reviewers of each paper will remain anonymous to all except the 
Editors. However, we would like to acknowledge the time, effort and expertise that the 
reviewers invest in the peer-review process. We propose to list the names and affiliations of 
the reviewers in alphabetical order in the published Mine Closure 2008 proceedings in order 
to acknowledge their contribution to the proceedings.  Please notify Isabel Weiersbye if you 
do not want your name to appear in this list. 

Instructions for Reviewers: 
• Please email or fax your review form for each paper to Isabel Weiersbye by the date 

requested in the covering email. 
• You can insert your review comments directly into the electronic Word or PDF document 

(this is preferred), or clearly write them on a printed copy of the manuscript with a black 
pen.  



 5
• Please email your review form and the manuscript with your comments inserted to 

info.mineclosure2008@wits.ac.za   and cc them to   Isabel.weiersbye@wits.ac.za 
   Or fax them to ++27 (0)11 717 6494, marked 
 `Attention Isabel Weiersbye - MC2008 Confidential’. 
• The reviewers’ names will be deleted from the review forms, and their (anonymous) 

comments collated and emailed in pdf format to the corresponding authors by Peter Dye or 
Isabel Weiersbye. 

• When reviewing the manuscripts, please consider the following questions: 
 Does the paper address the seminar topics?  Please allocate the paper to a seminar 

topic. 
 Is the paper of benefit and interest to the seminar delegates and the larger mining 

community? 
 Does the paper title and abstract reflect the content of the paper? If not, recommend 

correction. 
 Is the paper a review?  If so, then does the review provide a novel critique or useful 

novel summary of published work? 
 If the paper is not a review, then does it present novel and original work?   
 If the paper does not present novel and original work, does it provide a fresh 

perspective or new intellectual insights regarding well-known issues?  If not, 
recommend rejection. 

 Has this identical work been presented before in a refereed publication?   
 Has the author plagiarised? 
 Is the English language adequate for publication? If not, recommend corrections or 

rejection as appropriate. 
 In general, is the work of acceptable quality for publication in peer-reviewed 

conference proceedings? If not, recommend rejection. 
 Are all papers cited in the body of the text included in the reference list? 
 Check that all measurements are written in metric units. 
 Is the paper used as a vehicle for self-promotion or advertising? If so, recommend 

amendment or rejection as appropriate. 
 Please indicate if you consider the Paper of adequate quality for consideration as a 

Plenary Presentation at the Seminar. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact Isabel Weiersbye (Isabel.weiersbye@wits.ac.za) or Peter 
Dye (pdye@mweb.co.za) if you have any queries. 
 

Thank you for your support of the peer-review process for Mine Closure 2008. 
 

Andy Fourie, Mark Tibbett, Isabel Weiersbye and Peter Dye, Editors, Proceedings of 
the 3rd International Seminar on Mine Closure, Johannesburg, South Africa, 15th – 17th 

October 2008 
 
 


